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PEACE TO THE TROUBLED. 


An Authentic Narrative. Ascribed to ohn 


Griffin, Portsea, England. 


Calling at a small cottage about five miles 
from , I found a poor woman, with four 
children, with whom the following conversa- 
tion took place. 

“Good woman,” said I, “ your house, I 
observe, is sadly out of repair: I wonder 
bow you do in the winter season; surely 
you must be very uncomfortable?” “It is 
but a poor place, indeed, sir,’ she replied ; 
“but it is a mercy that it is no worse. Itis 
better than we deserve ; and we are under 
the same kind Providence in the winter as 
well as in the summer.”’ This unexpected 
reply led me to desire a farther conversation 
on the subject of religion. ‘I suppose you 
attend on public worship?” ‘I hope, sir, 
we make conscience of worshipping God on 
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'I am going, I am going to hell.’ 


No 


the Sabbath and on other days.” “I hope 
you do; but will you allow me to ask, what 
is it that inclines you to a practice which so 
many neglect?” “I will tell you, sir.” 
About four years ago I was visited with 
heavy and dangerous affliction; and being 
apprehensive that, if I died, I should perish 
forever, I became very unhappy. I had 
such a sense of sin, and such apprehensions 
of the wrath of God, that I was a terror to 
myself and to those about me. As my afflic- 
tion increased, and the danger became more 
apparent, I was increasingly wretched. Con- 
ceiving myself to be approaching the brink 
of bell, I cried unto the Lord to have mercy 
upon my poor soul, though I could scarcely 
entertain any hope of obtaining it. But it 
was my last and only resort. My busband 
and neighbors could not understand my 
case. I was to them an object of wonder 
and pity. My fever increased, and I was 
thought to be at the point of death. Several 
of my poor neighbors were about me ex- 
pecting every breath to be my last. ‘She 
is just going,’ said one of them. I could 
not speak, but I was perfectly sensible, and 
heard those words; at which I thought, ‘ If 
It pleased 
God, however, to spare me; and I hope it 
was in mercy. From this time the fever 
abated, and I gradually recovered. But my 
distress of mind did not abate. I considered 
that though God had spared me a little 
while, I was still the same vile and guilty 
creature. I tried to pray, but could find no 
relief. 

“T went to the minister of the parish, 
and told him the exercise of my mind from 
the beginning. He appeared to be much 
surprised, and said he supposed I must have 
been guilty of some great wickedness ; and 
asked me what it was. I told him that I 
did not understand him. ‘Why,’ said he, 
‘you must have committed theft or drunken- 
ness, or fraud, or been unfaitbful to your 
husband, or done some other great sin.’ ‘No, 
sir,’ said I, ‘I desire to be thankful to Gud, 
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I have been kept from all these outward 
evils; but do you not understand my mean- 
ing, sir? Iam a vile sinner in the sight of 
God ; my beart is full of evil. Everything 
I dois sinful. I ama ruined and undone 
creature. I fear that I am going to hell; 
and the thoughts of these things are terrible 
beyond what I can express.’ ‘O, poor wom- 
an,’ replied he, ‘you must not give way to 
such thougbts as these; you will go out of 
your mind. I would advise you to go into 
cheerful company ; and if you can read, get 
some diverting books; and by degrees you 
will get the better of these gloomy appre- 
hensions.’ 

‘«Q, sir,’ said I, ‘I cannot think your ad- 
vice is right. Surely this would be adding 
sin to sin; it would be acting contrary to 
my conscience, and therefore would increase 
the weight of my distress, instead of remov- 
ing it.’ He then advised me to come to ‘the 
sacrament, live in peace and churity with 
my neighbors, and said I should be happy. 
Accordingly I took the sacrament repeated- 
ly, but found no relief. The preaching too 


was unsuitable to my case; I wanted some- 
thing to relieve my mind, but knew not what 
would do it. 

‘One Sabbath, my husband and I having 
been at public worship in the forenoon, there 
being no service in the afternoon, I per- 


suaded him to go and hear Mr. T., who 
preached about four miles distant. My eyes 
followed him as he entered the house and as- 
cended the pulpit; but O, how I was affect- 
ed during his prayer! He was so full in the 


confession of sin, particularly of heart sins; | 


and so earnest in his petitions for mercy to 
poor sinners, pleading the merits and media- 
tion of Christ as the only ground of hope. 
He prayed out my very soul! Never did I} 
feel before as I did then. My expectations 
were raised to a high pitch. When be took 
his text I was all attention. It was the for- 
mer part of the parable of the sower. He 
began by describing those hearers that are 
compared to the wayside. The ground was! 
hard, and did not receive the seed; and| 
partly though ignorance, inattention, and the 
influence of Satan on the mind, no good was 
produced. Next he spoke of the stony- 
ground hearers. On these, he observed, 
some effect was produced ; but it was of 
short duration, and at last came to nothing. 
Then he came to speak of worldly-minded 
hearers, who also brought no fruit to perfec. 
tion. 
mon; but- it was an awful one to me. [| 
thought it all belonged to me. I went home 
with my mind more burdened than before. 
I saw that I was everything that was vile 
and abominable ; and could not help crying 
out, ‘ Woe is me, for I am undone.’ 


I followed him all through his ser-| 
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“There was one thought which afforded 
me some relief. I had, till now, considered 
my case as singular; for I bad never met 
with any person who had the same views 
and feelings with myself; but now I per. 
ceived there was a person who understood 
the state of my mind. I reflected on the 
prayer, and on the sermon; and my mind 
| was filled with thought. Understanding 
‘that Mr. T. meant to preach on the latter 
part of the parable the next Sabbath, [| 
longed for its return all the week, that I 
might hear it through; hoping also that he 
might be directed to say something which 
would afford relief to my soul. Well, the 
‘Sabbath returned, and a delightful one it 
was to me. I was again greatly im- 
pressed and affected with the prayer; 
and when the minister described the good 
| ground, he showed that it was originally all 
wild and barren ; but that it was made good 
by the influence of divine grace. It was 
broken up by the convictions of sin, which, 
entering deeply into the heart of the sinner, 
caused him to see the exceeding sinfulness 
|of sin and to feel the plague of his own 
‘heart. Thus the spirit was made tender, 
|and the mind teachable and prepared for the 
reception of the gospel. Then he opened up 
the great truths of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, and directed the hearers to Him as 
the only Saviour from sin and the curse of 
the law to which they were exposed. He 
showed that pardon of sin, peace with God, 
justification and sanctification, all came free- 
ly to the chief of sinners, through the at- 
ment. and righteousness of Christ; and 
that these, being applied by the Spirit of 
|God,were made effectual to their conversion, 
were productive of good in the present life, 
and, in the life tocome, of everlasting joy. 

‘‘T rejoiced that it was so. It was just 
such @ salvation as I needed. My beart was 
filled with comfort ; I was led to see the way 
of escape; a foundation was laid for my 
hopes to rest upon; I returned home with 
joy; and could now attend to my family 
affairs with cheerfulness. From this time I 
attended constantly at the same place, and 
that with great delight; every Sabbath was 
a feast-day to me; and I have this addi- 
| tional comfort, that my husband also attends 
| constantly and cheerfully with me; and I 
trust that he is also converted to Christ. 
| He now prays in his family, and we never 
| lived so happily as we do now.” 

“T assure you,” said I, “that your story 
is not a little interesting to me, and I hope 
‘you will serve the Lord faithfully.” “I 


| hope so,”’ said she; ‘surely I can say from 


experience, that ‘wisdom’s ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are 





peace.’” 
‘ 
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“Well, good woman, can you read?’’| with Me, in Paradise.” Paul bad a desire 
“Yes, sir, I can now read better than I|to depart and be with Christ, which was 
could before.” ‘And what good books| far better than even that intimate communi- 
have you got?” ‘I have but one, sir; and|on with his Lord which the Apostle knew, 
that is the Testament.” ‘ Let me look at it| and which certainly must have been a rich 
if you please.” “ Dear sir, I am ashamed | foretaste of that which was to come. It 
to show it to you, it is such a tattered piece ;|may be that the fulness of the glory of 
for before I knew the worth of it, I let my | heaven is not reached at once, (Rev. vi, 11,) 
children play with it; but now I take it to|and indeed that as the Ckristian here grows 
church with me, and when the minister | ‘in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
mentions a text that is in it, 1 turn toit and | Jesus Christ,” so there may be in heaven a 
read it.” Handing me the book, she added, | continually increasing knowledge of the Di- 
“There is all St. John in it, sir; and|vine glories. Yet if “a man in Christ” 


there is delightful reading in St. John ! | 
“Yes, good woman, there is; and I am glad 
that you have tasted the sweetness of it. 
Bless God that He has shown you the evil 
of your heart, and brought you to accept of | 
Christ. Keep near the throne of grace. 
Train up your children in the fear of God,| 
and may He be your eternal portion.” 

Putting into her hands the means of buy- 
ing a new Bible and Testament, I then took 
my leave, trusting that, if I saw her not| 
again on earth, I should meet her, through 
grace, in a better world.—A Tract. 


-. 


For Friends’ Review. 
HEAVEN. 


One by one our friends pass silently away 
from us. We recount the traits in their 
character which won our love, and as we 
recur to their steadfast, practical faith in 
Christ, our thoughts follow them to the 
blest home above. The brevity of time and 
the endlessness of eternity do not make 
this life little. 
present service and for preparation and train- 
ing for the future one. Yet our Lord taught’ 
us that ‘‘the joy of safety was greater than 
the joy of success,” that beyond ull rejoicing 
in the exercise of spiritual gifts, was that 
of knowing ‘‘that our names are written in 
heaven.” It is well then that whilst seek- 
ing to be made “perfect in every good 
work ” as we pass through life, we should 
also dwell often upon our future home. 

The hints about heaven in the Bible are 
such as to inspire hope and desire, rather 
than to satisfy curiosity. Heaven is a place, 
and not simply a state ;—‘“I go to prepare 
a place for you.” Heaven would seem to 
furnish alfodes adapted to the wants or ca- 
pacities of different people or groups of peo- 
ple. Our Lord compares it to a great house 
or home, yet one composed of ‘‘ many man-| 
sions.’ 

The entrance upon the joys of heaven is 
immediate to the Christian. “To-day,” | 
said our Lord to the repentant and believirrg | 
thief on the cross, ‘to-day shalt thou be 


It is the sphere assigned for | 


(2 Cor. xii. 2,) could be “caught up to the 
third heaven,” it may well be that such an 
one when he had laid off this tabernacle of his 
earthly body and was clothed upon with his 
bouse which is from heaven, (2 Cor. v. 1, 2,) 
might enter upon the fullest glories of the 
world unseen. Here our mortal body is 
some hindrance to our communion with God 
and our knowledge of Divine things, which 
will disappear in the fature state. ‘‘ Here we 
see as through a glass darkly; there face to 
face.” Here “we know in part, there we 
shall know even as we are known.” 

Here we suffer from weariness, even when 
engaged most acceptably in the service of 
our Lord, as was shown when He said to His 


disciples, after they had returned from their 
journey when He sent them to teach and 
preach. ‘“‘ Come ye yourselves apart and rest 


awhile.’ We are wearied with tempta- 
tions and the struggles to “ resist the devil.” 
Toil, sickness and bereavement are the 
portion of the best here. But there 
“the weary are at rest,’”’ “the wicked,” 
whether men or evil spirits, “ shall cease 
from troubling ;” ‘there shall be no more 
sorrow nor crying.’”’ How the tears and 
erying of little children pierce the heart, 
How pitiful it seems that they, so young, 
often so innocent of any blame, so helpless 
against the harshness or cruelty of others, 
should suffer. Seldom do we hear the wail of a 
a child without recurring to the blessed hope 
that in heaven there shall be no more gor- 
row nor crying. How many weary hours 


and years are passed by some in pain. Who 


can measure their irksome sufferings, and 
how full of comfort the thought that in the 


| holy city there ‘‘ shall be no more pain.” 


Heaven will furnish a blessed sphere of 
service. One of the greatest sources of en-. 
joyment to an intelligent being is in the ac. 
tive uses of his powers. The service 
of Christ here is a rich fountain of hap- 
piness. There “His servants shall serve 
Him.” Even in earthly things the 
angels are His ministering spirits. Gabriel 
and Michael had high duties assigned 
them. Inthe vast universe what endless 
diversities of blessed employment may lie 
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open to the redeemed children of its Creator 
and Lord. 
“ His state is kingly, thousands at His bidding 
speed 
And post o’er land and ocean without rest.” 


Believers shall share in heaven the tri 
umphs of their Lord in the fulfillment of 
the glorious promises of prophecy. They 
will have a part with Him in the redemption 
of the world from its sinning, and the set- 
ting up in it of a kingdom of peace, purity 
and happiness. “They shall reign on the 
earth.” ‘They shall reign forever and 
ever.” 

In heaven we shall share the society of 
the angels, of prophets, apostles and “just 
men made perfect.” We shall sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the king- 
dom of heaven. What heart-expanding 
views of the plans of Divine mercy, what 
exalted conceptions of wisdom and love, 
may open before us! How deep will be the 
interest in the unfolding of what each has 
known of his Lord’s dealings with souls, 
and what marvels of design may be re- 
vealed to us in the construction of the limit- 
creation. ‘“ Holding high conve.se 
with immortal minds,’ may well be one of 
the rich, social joys of heaven. 

There will be no more death there. 


less 


Here 


partings often come, the manliest or the 


most beautiful are smitten with the cold 
band of death, and the loveliness of most 
gracious forms is turned to defeat and cor- 
ruption. But of those who reach that 
world it is said, ‘‘ Neither shall they die any 
more, but are as the angels of God in hea- 
ven.’ 

But 


what tongue or pen may tell its 
glories 


“Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him.’’ 


-. 
OUR LONDON LETTER. 

At a large Meeting for Sufferings held 
here on Third month 7th, report was re- 
ceived from the Committee appointed a year 
or two ago, to receive and distribute the 
fund for the relief of the War Victims in 
Eastern Europe. They believed the time 
had now come to conclude their work. There 
was a small sum (£28) remaining in hand, 


and this they proposed to hand to Paulina| 


Irby and P. Johnston, ladies who are sv 
zealously devoting themselves to the relief 
of the distress in Bosnia. 

Respecting our Appeal on War, verbal 
report was made that the demand for copies 
was now getting much smaller. Some cler- 
gymen had written to ask for copies for dis- 
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tribution amongst their congregations, which 
was very encouraging. A schoolmaster at 
Bristol also stated his desire to introduce it 
into his school, by making it the subject of 
the usual reading lesson of his upper class, 
going through the paper seriatim, with his 
| boys, and explaining it to them as they went, 
| along. 
| Perhaps the most interesting topic before 
| the Meeting was one connected with the ac- 
ition of the Religious Tract Society. This 
| body has recently started a cheap magazine 
for boys, which is being pushed with such 
| vigor and success that it is said to have 
‘reached in a few weeks a circulation of 
200,000 copies. It is doubtless intended to 
take the place of the degrading trash so 
commonly read by boys, and thus to give 
them a more pure and healthy literature. 
This journal is published weekly, and it ap- 
pears that its principal attraction is a highly- 
wrought serial tale, ‘ From a Cabin-boy to 
an Admiral,” embellished with striking illus. 
trations, and to be followed by another, en- 
titled “ From a Drummer-boy to a General.” 
These stories seem to be designed, by cap- 
tivating the youthful mind with dreams of 
adventure and glory (not without bloodshed 
and cruelty,) to foster that military spirit 
which we so much deplore. One Friend 
stated that when he called upon some offi- 
cials of the Society to remonstrate with them 
upon it, they justified the issuing of such 
tales by the plea that boys wanted to read 
them! And yet it was pointed out that 
J. B. Smithies procured a large circulation 
for his numerous periodicals, (The British 
Workman, and many others,) without in 
anyWwise compromising their true Christian 
tone. Friends expressed great regret that 
such an Association as the Religious Tract 
Society, professing to be actuated by relig- 
ious motives, should thus abrogate its high 
and important functions, and pander to the 
public taste. A schoolmaster stated that 
this objectionable paper was supplied to five 
|or six boys at his school by their parents, 
but that, immediately on discovering this, 
he had written to forbid it for the future. 
Information was given by the Clerk of the 
Continental Committee that John Frederic 
Hansen and his wife were expected to reach 
Denmark that day. Our friend Barnabas 
C. Hobbs, also started on the 4th for Min- 
den, en route for Berlin and Petersburg. 
Lonpon, Third month 13th, ‘879. 


-- 

Tue Opera.—A good many people are 
inclined to settle the question of public 
amusements by a cowardly compromise with 
conscience. They wish to be considered 
opponents of theatrical exhibitions, and so 
they draw the line in favor of minstrel 





shows, where, most likely, a company of 
vulgar comedians retails all the questionable 
jests of the season. Or, again, they consider 
their pledges as church members violated by 
a visit to a circus, but deem opera going an 
innocent and commendable practice. Now, 
whatever position be taken concerning play- 
houses, it is plainly the Christian’s duty to 
look sharply at the moral quality of the 
average opera. One of the most famous of 
modern operas is devoted to the exploits of 
a fallen woman of the worst class. Last 
week three thousand Philadelphians crowded 
the Academy of Musie to listen to the first 
recital of the story of another woman of the 
same sort. Is a tale of vice any the less 
dangerous when surrounded by all the 
allurements of the musical art? Plainly, 
there is a gross inconsistency in that choice 


which rejects the theatre merely because it 


is a play-house, and accepts a lewd opera, 
because it is a musical performance.—S. S 
Times. 


-. 


WILLIAM ALLEN. 


itinued from page 519 

Leaving Strasburg, he stopped for a few 
hours at the Ban de la Roche, to visit the 
celebrated Pastor Oberlin, with whom he 
had a precious time of religious intercourse, 
the interview being one of Christian unity 
and love. , 

Arriving at Paris, he again met with a 
number of earnest workers in the cause of 
humanity and religion. He was encouraged 
by the fact that, while but six years before 
there were no societies in Paris for the pro- 
motion of religious and benevolent objects, 
he now found a Bible Society, a Tract So- 
ciety, a Prison Discipline Society, a Mis- 
sionary Society, &c. But he says: “The 
present Ministry are doing all that they dare 
to discountenance these things, and espe- 
cially the schools on the system of mutual 
instruction. We spent an agreeable, and | 
trust, not an unprofitable evening, as it 
tended to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
among those who are laboring to promote 
religion and virtue.” 

From Paris he went, by way of Boulogne, 
to England, reaching home on the 29th of 
Twelfth month, 1829. 

Shortly after his return he engaged ac- 
tively in forming a committee of his own 
religious society to obtain funds for the relief 
of the distressed Greeks, who had endured 
all the horrors of civil war at the hands of 
the ferocious Turks. He was deeply affect- 
ed by the fearful calamities which had fallen 
on the island of Scio, where he had been so 
interested in establishing schools. He says: 
“This island, the central point in modern 
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Greece of civilization and refinement, the 
seat of reviving literature, the favorite abode 
of the most opulent families, is become a 
waste and nearly desolate spot; its compar- 
atively extensive city a heap of ruins. Of 
110,000 inhabitants, the estimated popula- 
tion of the island, not more appear to have 
been left upon it than from eight to twelve 
hundred. About 40,000 are computed to 
have been massacred, and 48,000 doomed to 
slavery, among whom are the wives and 
daughters of persons who had lived in com- 
fort and affluence. These unhappy females 


are now groaning under complicated and in- 


describable miseries,” 

The affecting appeal was promptly re- 
sponded to, and upwards of forty thousand 
dollars was raised and forwarded. The fol- 
lowing expressions of gratitude were ad- 
dressed by “ The Heads of the Greek Nation 
at Trieste to the respectable and highly hon- 
ored Society of Friends in Great Britain: ” 
‘Receive our acknowledgment in 
the name of numbers consoled by your boun- 
ty ; of victims escaped from the hands of as- 


sassins 


sincere 


; whose destitute condition you have 
rendered more tolerable.” 

Jean Vlasto, in writing to William 
from Trieste, says: 

“My Dear Friend: Having heard with 
great pleasure of the active part you have 
taken in the relief of my unfortunate coun- 
trymen, I hasten to recall myself to your 
recollection, and to thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart. It is now about four years 
since I had the pleasure of seeing you at my 
house, and of finding in you an ardent friend 
of my nation. Who can think without emo- 
tions of horror of the itted 
by the hands of barbarians on this unhappy 
island. The churches, the the 
libraries, the hospitals the splendid man- 
which adorned this island, are now 
reduced to heaps of rubbish and cinders. 
Not even the orange and citron trees have 
escaped the fury of the barbarians. But what 
is the destruction of the works of man in 
comparison of so many thousands of Chris- 
tians massacred, burned or condemned to the 
most abject slavery ? Your pious and phi- 
lanthropie Society has by its generous aid 
relieved all those of my unfortunate c untry- 
men who, after escaping a most cruel death 
had emigrated to this place and to Venice, 
Ancona and Malta, where they drag on a 
life of sorrow and bitterness. ‘There not 
one who has not to lament the loss of rela- 
tives—sons, daughters, ‘mothers, who have 
been taken captive and earried into the 
towns of Asia, and offered to the highest 
bidders, like beasts of burden. In the city 
of Smyrna the streets are filled with these 
poor captives, who are offered by their mas- 


Allen 


atrocities comm 
schools, 


sions 


is 
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ters at even forty or fifty piastres each [$2 
or $2.50]. Some European merchants, resi- 
dent in the city, moved with pity and hu- 
manity, have ransomed many of the slaves ; 
but the number of those who remain in ser- 
vitude is so great that a considerable sum 
would be required to redeem them. All those 
of my countrymen who have suffered the 
least in this dreadful catastrophe are making 
generous efforts to rescue their brethren from 
slavery, but their means will scarcely be 
sufficient to redeem their nearest relations.” 
His daughter Mary, who had been hap- 
pily married to Cornelius Hanbury in 1822, 
departed this life in little more than a year 
afterward. Her Christian course had been 
an inexpressible comfort to her father, to 
whom she was not only the dearly loved 
child, but as he says, ‘“‘My most intimate 
friend and my counsellor.’’ The solemn and 
deeply affecting event is thus recorded: 
‘On Fourth-day (the 14th of Fifth month, 
1823,) we were very low about dear Mary, 
but not without hope. Fifth-day her strength 
seemed to fail, and watching by her bedside 
at night, my soul was poured out in secret 
supplication to our compassionate Saviour. 
When thinking of the probability of my 
dearest earthly treasure, in whom my ten- 
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inestimable child. When her blessed spirit 
took its flight, we sat some time in profound 
silence. Dear Katharine Capper then knelt 
down and gave thanks for the inward aasur- 
ance that she had entered into the rest that 
is prepared for the people of God. She had 
long been meekly endeavoring to know and 
perform the will of her Saviour, and I have 
the most unshaken confidence that He has 
received her unto Himself. Never through 
the whole course of her illness did the least 
repining word escape her ; uniform heavenly 
tranquillity rested on her countenance. 

The funeral was on the 23rd. The meet- 
ing held on the occasion was large, as she 
was universally beloved. Many Friends 
spoke in the ministry. At the grave, her 
father says: “I felt bound to offer up 
thanksgiving for the belief mercifully grant- 
ed, that the dear deceased had been admitted 
into the mansions of rest and peace, and to 
intercede earnestly on behalf of those young 
people standing round the grave, for whom 
her soul had often travailed, that their steps 
might be directed into the way of peace; 
praying that in the end they might unite 
with her in the everlasting Hallelujah.” 

The remembrance of his beloved daughter 
is often toucbingly alluded to. On one oc- 





derest affections were concentrated, being|casion, when attending his meeting for wor- 
taken from me, I have prayed in agony and/| ship, he remarks: “‘I remembered the time 
with many tears that such a cup might pass| when my precious child sat in the same line 
from me; nevertheless I desire only to ask| with me, and the delight I experienced in 
it in conformity with the Divine will. Sixth-| hearing her sweet voice advocating the best 
day, the pulse was 160, and respiration| of causes, and I seemed sunk too low to ex- 
short, yet she seemed under no anxiety or | perience any spiritual refreshment.” At 
fear. She knew that her Redeemer lived.|another time: ‘‘ When I awoke during the 
Once she fixed her eyes on me and said, | night, my mind. was engaged to feel after 
‘Dear father, my mind is impressed with|the Lord. I have remembered these words 
the idea that thou thinkest I shall not re-|of David, ‘I will say unto God my rock, 
cover.’ I replied that what the termination | why hast thou forgotten me,’ and again, ‘I 
might be was hid from us, and that-all these | go mourning all the day long.’ I must 
cases were very uncertain; she pursued the| arouse and exert myself, but I am sadly 
subject no farther. Her precious spirit was) crushed and broken down.’’ Soon after he 
so prepared that if 1 had told her she could| records: ‘‘Some comfort in the night; my 
not, in my opinion, recover, I believe it} mind stayed upon God, hope revived, and I 
would have been no cause of fear or dismay. | feel a little raised above my sorrow.” Going 
There has always been a sweet, holy feeling|to meeting, he says: “I felt inwardly 
about her; indeed, her conduct was angelic, | strengthened, and had to speak in the min- 
patient, cheerful and sweet. Sometimes in|istry on these words: ‘ There remaineth, 
looking at her I hard!y knew how to contain | therefore, a rest to the people of God.’ In 
my grief. This evening, as we stood round | the evening read to the family in Isaiah ; a 
her bed, she smiled upon us all, and looking | sweet feeling of the presence of the Lord 
at each separately, seemed full of love; she | tranquilized our minds.” 

spoke of the little band who loved one an-| At the close of this eventful year he thus 
otber, and said how sweet was that feeling. writes to his dear friend, Professor Pictet, 
As long as consciousness remained there was | of Geneva: “The picture thou presentest 
a heavenly smile upon her countenance. My | of the comfort and happiness of thy family 
agony was great, all hope bad vanished, and|is truly cheering to me, and long mayst 
I kuelt by ber bedside in strong mental sup- | thou, my dear friend, be able to continue to 
plication. OnSeventh-day morning, the 17th, | present such a picture; you will know how 
at about half-past one o’clock, I was deprived | much affection I cherish in my heart for you. 
by death of this most tenderly beloved and| You will be glad to hear that my dear Re- 
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deemer, whom I wish to love and serve | close connection often exists between the 
above all, continues to support His afflicted) waters of all the wells in a large district. 
servant with the sweet influences of His di-| No man has a right, because his own supply 
vine love, so that I am enabled to say in| of water is drawn from a surface spring, to 
sincerity, ‘Thy will be done,’ and at times | spoil the underground springs which supply 
to — eae te a ee joy to the eer yo a 7 may be deceiv- 
period when ‘this mortal shall put on im-| ed in his own security. now an instance 
mortality,’ and when I may be forever re-|in which an immediate connection has been 
united to those most dear to me, who are| proved between the waters of a copious 
indeed not lost, but gone before.”’ | spring on the surface and the wells of a neigh- 
(To be continned.) | boring estate. C. 
--- o With oe oe ae Seaman 
Tue Rest Day.—I am more and more) plies Ip cellars and back yards, which may 
sure by experience that the reason for the | have accumulated during the winter, should 
observance of the Sabbath lies deepin the|be promptly removed, and everything 
everlasting necessities of human nature, and | Cleaned up before the hot sun of summer 
that as long as man is man, the blessedness | gets a chance to breed disease from decaying 
of keeping it, not as a day of rest only, but| matter. House cleaning proper, to which 
asa day of spiritual rest, will never be an-| 80 — attention is given in a Sree is 
nulled. I certainly do feel by experience |S arule not as important as the cleaning 
the eternal obligation, because of the eternal | up of yards, cellars, areas, and all out of the 
necessity, of the Sabbath. The soul withers! way places whererubbish gathers unnoticed. 
without it. It thrives in proportion to its| eri; 
observance. ‘The Sabbath was made for| MARRIAGE IN THE SOCIETY OF 
man.” God made it for men in a certain! FRIENDS. 
spiritual state, because they needed it. The! ‘Their way of marriage is peculiar to 
need, therefore, is deeply hidden in human} them, and is a distinguishing practice from 
nature. He who can dispense with it must} all other societies professing Christianity. 
be holy and spiritual indeed. And he who,| They say that marriage is an ordinance of 


still unholy and unspiritual, would yet dis-| God, and that God only can rightly join 


pense with it, isa man that would fain be) man and woman in marriage. Therefore 
wiser than his Maker. We, Christians &8/ they use neither priest nor magistrate, but 
we are, still need the law, both in its re-}the man and woman concerned take each 
straints and its aid to our weakness.—F. W. ‘other as husband and wife in the presence 
Robertson |of divers credible witnesses, promising unto 
Ska aes |each other, with God’s assistance, to be lov- 
er aaccaaeeee |ing and faithful in that relation till death 
THE PURITY OF UNDERGROUND ee 
STREAMS. shall separate them. But antecedent to 
I wish to invite a candid consideration of | an “i a Pee oe of ~~ 
s eonsideratlo ; Monthly Meeting for the ailairs of the 
the importance of preserving the purity of | church where théy reside, there declaring 
= wells, by avoiding all contamination of | their intentions to take one another as man 
i a nis a the and wife, if the said meeting have nothing 
a 7 ” 0 oe as not - 9 material to object against it—Wm. Penn, 
suilicientiy directed to this point. It Is, Preface to George Fox’s Journal. 
fear, a not uncommon practice, on the intro-| ; - 
duction of modern conveniences in country| ‘Curist Himsetr is the beginning and 
houses, to make some disused wells, from) the end of every Christian Church. With 
which the water supply was formerly} His Spirit we are in our Father’s house, at 
ge serve for the sewage of the house.|a continual feast. Without His Spirit we 
n this way, the connected underground | are in but empty walls.” 
streams, from which a whole neighborhood| “Setting forth the church as the way to 
obtain their water, are directly polluted. | Christ instead of setting forth Christ as the 
ee outrage might be avoided in two ways. | way to the church, has been a fountain of 
e sewage may be dispersed by a system| unnumbered evils. Christ is not the crea- 
of yoges drain pipes in numerous branches| ture of the church, she is His creation. But 
not far beneath the surface, or by digging| by thus taking religion for their God, in- 
pits as receptacles, the bottoms of which are | stead of God for their religion, men find at 
many feet above the underground streams, | the best a ‘kingdom coming with observation’ 
80 that if any water from the pit reach|—a Jewish church and a Jewish Messiah.” 
these streams at all it has been well filtered) ‘Revelation does not come from the 
by passing through the intervening soil. Church, but fo the Church. She is a wit- 
There are many facts which prove that a| ness, not a source.”— Alexander Ewing. 
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THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 

We feel confident that there is far more | 
substantial unity of belief as to the influence 
and work of the Holy Spirit, among Friends | 
who vary in their expressions on the subject, 
than many imagine. They may differ about | 
phrases, about the use of the prepositions 


| others. 





“in” or “within,” but we feel sure that all 
will accept the words of the London General 
Epistle for 1878: ‘‘ The unregenerate heart 
cannot cleanse itself. 
into it, showing unto man his transgres- 
sions, is no natural light. It is none other| 
than the Holy Spirit of God quickening and 
illuminating the conscience. But the con- 
victions of the Spirit are not to be mistaken 
for His abiding presence. The Comforter, 
who is the Holy Ghost, dwells not in an un- 
renewed heart. He pleads with the sinner, 
convincing him of sin, and leading him to 
repentance, pointing him to ‘the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world.’ 
His blessed work is to speak not of Himself, 
but to glorify Christ, and to testify of Him. 
And it is they that accept in faith His testi- 
mony to Jesus, who, after they have be- 
lieved, are sealed with this Holy Spirit of 
promise. These can understand the words 
of the Apostle, ‘Ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again unto fear, but ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, where 
by we cry, Abba, Father; the Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are 


the children of God.’ May this become a 


definite experience, a practical reality, to 
every one of us. 


The children serve wil- | 
lingly, in reverence and filial love; Christ 
dwells in their hearts by faith. The anoint- | 
ing which they have received of Him abides 
inthem. Their bodies are made temples of | 
the Holy Ghost. They know that they are | 
not their own ; and all the instincts of their | 
renewed nature lead them, in an ever deep- | 
ening consecration, to glorify God in their | 
body and in their spirit, which are His.” | 

We fully concur with a recent editorial in | 


the Christian Worker, that so far as our} 


The light that shines | 


| especially those of the Eastern nations, 
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knowledge extends, no minister or teacher 
among us holds to the doetrines of Pelagian- 
ism—that a man can of himself, without the 
aid of the Spirit, repent, believe and become 
a Christian. All believe, so far as our 
knowledge goes, that those who become 
Christians are born of the Spirit through 
repentance and faith in Christ. Some ex- 
press this more definitely and strongly than 
When the people, convicted under 
Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, 
said, ‘‘ What shall do?’ he replied, 
“Repent, &c.,” but did not stop to explain 


we 


| to them that they could not do this without 
|the present aid of the Spirit 


Likewise 
Paul said to the Philippian jailer when 
under conviction and seeking salvation, 
‘‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,’’ with- 
out, so far as appears, stopping then to tell 
him that he must needs have the Spirit’s 


aid to believe. Nevertheless both the apos- 


'tles clearly state their belief that men re- 


quire the aid of Divine grace, or of the Holy 
Spirit, to turn to God and be saved. Eph. 
ii. 8, and 1 Peter i. 2. 

Moreover, the more enlightened among 
Romanists, Episcopalians, the Church of 
Scotland, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Methodists, all now unite with Friends in 
believing that God’s mercy through Christ 
so reaches the heathen that if they accept 
all the light He gives them they may be 
saved. But blessed be God, all earnest 
Christians are more and more feeling the 
force of the imperative parting command 
which Christ in His love to a perishing 
world gave to His church, and are seeking 
to carry glad tidings of salvation through 
Him to all. 


6 

THE carse of Peace has lost two able advo- 
cates in the deaths of Elihu Burritt and Howard 
Malcom. Elihu Burritt was born in New Brit- 
ain, Connecticut, in 1811. He had few advan- 
tages at school, and was apprenticed to a black- 
smith when about sixteen years of age. He 
worked at the forge for many years, during 
which time he mastered Latin, Greek, and 
French. Subsequently he taught school, and 
studied many ancient and modern languages, 
He be- 
came an able and ardent advocate of peace, 
which cause he supported by lectures and by 
writing. He visited Europe and became the 
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friend and coadjutor of many reformers, scholars | on Domestic Economy and on Gas and Fuel, all 
and statesmen. He wasa sincere, humble and| prepared with great care, from large practical 


earnest Christian. ‘One of his chief activities |©*Perience. It is sold at cost, fifty cents, and 
i. aemned . may be obtained from A. Lewis, 10g North 
in the later years of his life,” says H. Clay| Tenth street. 


Trumbull, who knew him well, “ was in visiting 
the churches of his county in attendance upon 
undenominational ‘fellowship meetings,’ to talk | 
and pray over the interests of Christ’s cause, and 
the welfare of Christ’s people.” 


DIED. 


GREEVES.—At her residence in Germantown, on 
| the morning of the rst of Second month, 1879, Elizabeth, 
| widow of the late James R. Greeves, in the 76th y«ar 
The venerable Howard Malcom had reached | of her age; a member of Germantown Particular and 

: : Frankford Monthly Meetings. Her sincere and cheer- 
fourscore years, and died on 25th of Third month. | fyl piety commended the religion of her Saviour. 
He was born in Philadelphia, and was educated | Her almost life-long trust in Him, and faithful walk 


. : . i a & ; » ene o- — : 
at Dickinson College, and afterwards at Princeton | " the Spirit, was crowned by such a rest and peace in 


Theological Seminary. Besides acting as pastor | 
for Baptist congregations at various places, he | 
was President successively of the College at| 
Georgetown, Ky., and of the University of| 
Lewisburg, Penna, He travelled extensively in 
Europe and Asia, in the latter as a deputy of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. Early in his man- 
hood he became convinced that war was incon- 
sistent with Christianity, and continued through- | 
out his life an ardent and firm upholder of the 
doctrines of peace. He was at the time of his 
death Honorary President of the American | 
Peace Society, of which his son, Charles Howard 
Malcom, is the able Secretary. 


+e 


THE TRACT REposiITORY; a Select Miscel- 
lany for Freedmen, is a paper issued for free 
circulation, chiefly among the colored people of 
the South, by David Heston, of Frankford, Phil- 
adelphia. The twenty-third number is at hand, 
filled with pointed and interesting as well as in- 
structive matter, admirably suited to its purpose, 
David Heston was induced to print this paper 
by the need for it he found on his religious visits 
to the colored people in some of the Southern 
States a few years since, and he deserves the aid 
of Christians in his work of love. 

GARRIGUES BROTHERS, 608 Arch street, Phila- 
delphia, have published in very neat style a 
series of sixty tracts, mostly of the Dublin col- 
lection, which are sold in assorted packages at 
fourteen cents, considerably below cost. Many 
of these tracts are good, but some leave out dis- 
tinct mention of the need of repentance before 
pardon, and of a holy life after it, so that their 
teaching isimperfect. Tractsin small book form, 
with paper covers, are often more desirable for 
distribution than those of larger size. 

MANUAL AND DIRECTORY OF CHARITIES. 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia. This Man- 
ual has especial value to residents of this city, 
but will be found to contain much information 
useful to those interested in the right manage- 
ment of charitable relief generally. It gives the 
origin and organization of the Society by which 
it is prepared, the Philadelphia Society for Or- 
ganizing Charitable Relief and Repressing Men- 
dicancy. It contains suggestions to those who 
visit the poor; legal suggestions to aid the poor 
im maintaining their just rights; hygienic sug- 
gestions as to cleanliness, drainage, &c.; Hints | 


| gotten; but will yet bear fruit. 


her Lord during her last illness, that she frequently 
said, “I am perfectly happy.” 

PEELE —At New Garden, Guilford County, North 
Carolina, onthe 25th uf Second month, 1879, Margaret 
E., wife of Albert Peele, and eldest daughter of Jona- 
than E. and Elizabeth A. Cox, of paralysis, in the 
year of her age. She was amember of New Garden 
Monthly Meeting, and had been, for nearly ten years, 
an Elder, valued and greatly loved. Though feeble 
for years before her death, she did not allow poor 
health to prevent her ffom attending meetings, and 
ohterwise engaging in active service for her Divine 
Master. Often her voice was heard in pleading with 
the young to seek the Lord in the morning of their 
days, and in assuring them that in no other way could 
life become pleasant or successful. Tender words of 
loving entreaty, strong words of comfort and consola- 
tion, spoken by one whose whole life was a psalm of 
thanksgiving to her blessed Lord, will never be for- 
She was a successful 
laborer in the First-day school, mission and temper- 
ance work. Her trust in God and faith in prayer were 
most practical. Among her papers has been found 
a record of prayers for special blessings, with the dates, 
and on the opposite page the answers acknowledged. 
The week previous to her last sickness was one of 
most triumphant joy. When first attacked she prayed 
that her suffering might be to the glory of her Father 
in heaven. A few days before her death she said, 
“I have no particular wish to die, but my earnest 
desire is, that I may glorify God either by my life o1 
death,” Through much suffering her usual patience 
did not fail her, but in the midst of affliction she was 
able to say, “The sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.’ 

PEITSMEYER.—On First mo. 14th 15879, near 
New Martinsburg, Fayette County, Ohio, Grace Amy, 
daughter of Joseph and Eliza Peitsmeyer, in the 9th 
year of her age; a member of Hopewell Monthly 
Meeting, Ohio. 


24th 


37th 


STROUD.—At the residence of her brother-in-law, 


Jacob R. Shotwell, at Rahway, New Jersey, on the 
18th of Third month, Susan Stroud, daughter of Daniel 
and Eliza D. Stroud, late of Stroudsburgh, Pa., in the 
75th year of her age. From early life she had been a 
meek and lowly follower of her Saviour, and in her 
experience was verified the promise, “ Thou wilt kee 
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, 
because he trusteth in Thee.” 


TT 


THe Tenth Annual Meeting of the Indian Aid Asso. 
ciation of Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
will be held in Arch Street Meeting-house, Philadel 
phia, on Fifth-day, Fourth mo. 24th, 1879, at 5 P. M 
Friends generally are invited to attend. 


RIcHARD CapsuryY, Clerk 
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““WoMANn’S WORK FOR WoMAN,”’ the organ of 
the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Presbyterian Church, gives an account of a won- 
derful outpouring of the Spirit upon the preach- 
ers of the Southern Mission of that church in 
Mexico, during which seven natives had been 
set apart to the Ministry. The stations of the 
Presbyterian Board mentioned are, at the City of 
Mexico; at Merida, the capital of Yucatan, in 
which district there are 50,000 Indians of pure 
blood, who “are higher in morals than the mixed 
races, and said to be capable of a higher civili- 
zation than any other race of Indians on this 
continent ;"’ at Monterey, Zacatecas and Toluca. 

The results of six years’ labors by the Presby- 
terian Board in Southern and Central Mexico 
are thus given by —— Hutchinson, ‘ The Gos- 
pel leaven has been ‘hidden’ in more than sixty 
different cities, towns and villages, not to men- 
tion those in which other missionary organiza- 
tions have prosecuted their work. At twenty-two 
of these centres churches have een organized; 
more than three thousand members have pro- 
fessed their faith in Christ; agd more than thirty | 
native Christians, eleven of Them ordained min- | 
isters, are constantly engaged in preaching the 
Gospel, and in Christian teaching. Instruction is 
given to a theological class in the City of Mexico 
when the missionary is not engaged in visiting | 
the churches, and the regular attendance upon 
this instruction is eighteen. A Students’ Home | 
has also been established at the city for those 
who feel that they are called of God to prepare 
themselves for the work of preaching or of teach- | 
ing. From sixteen to twenty are supported at | 
the Home each year. These, in addition to their | 
studies, assist in the work of printing. A day 
asylum is just now being opened for the little | 
children of the very poor, with the double view 
of enabling their mothers to go out to service 
during the day, and of bringing both children 
and parents under Christian influence. During 
these six years, seven schools have also been | 
established, in which about two hundred and fifty | 
pupils are receiving a Christian education.” 


By the will of Asa Otis, of Norwich, Ct., the 
American Board of Commissioners of Foreign 
Missions receives a direct legacy of $10,000, and 


i / |] aos 
© SHENNE SU et eune SpE ENS. |is asmall monthly meeting in the midst of a 


A WRITER in the Presbyterian Weekly gives | 
an account of the recent work of D. L. Moody | 
in Baltimore. He says, “That there is such a | 
religious interest in this city as has not been en- | 
joyed here for years, is the least that can be said | 
of the present awakening. It began with Mr. 
Moody’s meetings in November. He commenced | 
his work in the Mount Vernon Methodist Church, 
the most influential congregation of that denomi- 
nation in the city. The interest has widened, 
until it is felt in every quarter of the city.”” D. L. 
Moody has divided the city into districts, and has 
held meetings in the largest place of worship in 
each. Many non-attenders of church have at- 
tended the meetings, and more, it is thought, 
than if they had all been held at one tabernacle. 
Many business men attended those held at 
4 P. M., exclusively for men. 

The same writer says: “When Mr. Moody 
closes his work in a section of the city embrac- 
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ing a number of churches, at a meeting called 
for inquirers and converts, their names are se- 
cured and written on a card, which is sent to the 
pastor whom the convert designates, with the 
request that he will become acquainted with the 
person whose name and residence are upon the 
card. Thus all are brought under pastoral influ- 
ence. 


INTELLIGENCE from Buenos Ayres says that 
the question between the Argentine Republic and 
Chili, concerning the Patagonian frontier, has 
been arranged by an agreement to submit it to 
arbitration, in accordance with the provisions of 
the treaty of 1856. 

In England many Christians are eagerly ask- 
ing what can be done to exorcise the spirit of 


war and revenge which has been so stirred up 
there of late. 


M. Do.trus, deputy from Alsace, has made a 
protest in the German Parliament against the 


| oppressive military expenses of the Empire, and 


the withdrawal from labor of the strongest men 
for drill or service in the army. 


em - a 


A SERIES OF MEETINGS, CHARLES 
COUNTY, MD. 

A series of meetings having lately been held 
in Patuxent, Charles Co., Md., I thought per- 
haps thou would like to have some particulars 
for Friends’ Review. We have again to acknowl- 
edge with grateful hearts that the Lord’s rich 
blessing attended the work. Three of the Gen- 
eral Meeting Committee went down on Seventh 
day afternoon (1st of Third month) and a few 
members met with them that evening at a 
Friend’s house for consultation, and for seeking 
unitedly the Lord’s blessing on the meetings. 
I think all felt their own weakness and depend- 
ence on the Holy Spirit for ability to perform 
any service. Earnest prayers were offered that 
the Lord would be pleased to manifest his pow- 
er in arousing and converting the careless and 


| unconverted who might come to the meetings. 


On First-day morning the usual meeting for 


| worship was held and attended by all our mem- 


bers and a number of others, who seemed 
much interested. There were about forty-five 
yresent—it must be remembered that Patuxent 


Roman Catholic neighborhood. After this the 
Friends held a Bible class, as is their usual cus- 
tom. As there was to be another meeting in 
the afternoon,we remained at the meeting-house 
and partook ofluncheon brought by the Friends. 
This we enjoyed, together with the opportunity 
for personal talk with our friends. The meet- 
ing afterward was much larger than in the 
morning, the small meeting-house being well 
filled, and was interesting. A social meeting 
was held in the evening, led by one of the 
younger members. We found these social 
meetings, in which there was a free interchange 
of opinion and feeling, very helpful and satis- 
factory, and we believe much good resulted 
from them. On Second-day morning there 
was again a meeting for worship, which was 
larger than on First-day, and still more inter- 
est manifested, as was also the case at a social 
meeting held in the afternoon, ia which several 
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expressed their needs, and some their accept- 
ance of salvation through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and many personal prayers were offered. 
In the evening a meeting at the Temperance 
Hall in Bryantown was largely attended. On 
Third-day two meetings were held in our 


meeting-house, and the interest and feeling of | 


the people were very marked. A social meet- 
ing in the evening at a Friend’s house was a 
closing season of unusual favor and blessing. I 
think no one came who was not definitely seek- 
ing either pardon for past sins, or salvation from 
present temptations, and the simplicity and 
earnestness of all were wonderful tosee. Atthe 
conclusion of it we could say with glad thanks- 
giving, ‘What hath God wrought!” 
night all the Christian members of the meeting 
entered into a closer covenant to be and to do 
what the Lord desired, and some souls for the 
first time gr in the forgiveness of their 
sins through the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Baltimore, Third mo. 19th, 1879 


. 


For Friends’ Review. 
LADIES’ TEMPERANCE WORK IN 
BALTIMORE. 


In the second week of this year the Women’s | 


Christian Temperance Union in Baltimore de- 


cided to hold a month of daily gospel meetings | 
A large room on the ground floor of | 


for men. 
a warehouse in the midst of the business part 


of the city was kindly lent to them for the pur- | 


pose, and the ladies hired chairs for seats. 
One of them remarked that their “ faith 
stretched to getting two hundred chairs” for 
the first meeting, but to their astonishment, 
these were filled in a few minutes. Afterwards 
more chairs were hired, and every space be- 


sides was filled with men standing—there being | 


often two hundred standing quietly throughout 
the whole hour. 


men of all classes, from respectable merchants 
to liquor dealers, drunkards, tramps and pick- 


pockets. The meetings were most simply con-| 
ducted by the ladies, opened with prayer and | 

/ Short ex- | 
hortations or Bible lessons followed, and pray- | 


reading of the Bible, and singing. 


ers as the Lord laid it upon them, and occa- 
sional hymns. 
all who wished might leave, while others re- 
mained for personal conversation. The meet- 
ings were held from two to three, and the In- 
ulry meeting afterwards continued often until 
ive o'clock. The power of the Lord was most 
wonderfully manifested in every meeting; 


many were convicted of sin, and brought to| 


seek for pardon and cleansing in the blood of 
Christ. Drunkards were made willing to give 
up drinking, and turn to the Lord for power to 
resist this terrible temptation. Numbers of the 


For that | 


All kinds of people came; | 


At the conclusion of the hour | 
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story of their lives. Often it happened that a 
man convicted of his sin in one conversation, 
came, perhaps the next day, ready to receive 
from another’s lips the promise, “ Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners,” and that 
“whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

The blessing that attended this work was not 
confined to the attenders, but the workers 
themselves found power given them to speak 
and to pray in a way that had before seemed 
utterly out of the question for them. The 
ladies of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union are of all denominations, yet trusting in 
the power of the Lord, those who had not be- 
fore ventured to let their voices be heard even 
in a women’s prayer meeting, now “spake ” 
| unto the numbers of people “ boldly,” preach- 
ing the Lord Jesus. Such a work has never 
been seen in our city before, and it is another 
|proof of huw the Lord uses and blesses the 
most feeble instruments when they are given 
| up to Him. 

For six weeks these meetings were held 
| daily, and there was no decrease in the attend- 
lance or interest. After the first two weeks, 
fifteen or twenty minutes of the meeting was 
|open for personal testimony. This was won- 
| derfully interesting, and the simple recital of 
what Christ had done for a man, told in his 
homely way, often caused others to seek for 
the same deliverance from the thralldom of 
sin. Requests for prayer were often made in 
one meeting, and a few days after the men 
would acknowledge how these had been an- 
swered for themselves and their friends. Dur- 
ing the last three weeks these meetings have 
been held three times a week, in a smaller 
room, and the interest is still great. I have 
written thus at length for Friends’ Review, be- 
cause ten or twelve women of our meeting 
have been actively engaged in this work, and 
have been strengthened and helped for this 
new field of service by “ the good hand” of the 
Lord. = 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


T., Third mo. 24th, 1879 


PawunusKa, I 


Dear Friend :—My wife and I have just 
returned from the Kaw Agency, or rather 
station, which is under the care of Mahlon 
Stubbs. They have a school there number- 
ing about sixty-five scholars, about one- 
fourth of whom are girls. It has been 
‘larger through the winter. They have been 
|having but one teacher, who cannot hear 
ithe classes as often as should be done. 
|Thev hope to have another teacher soon, 


men who came had not been inside of achurch| but are not sure that it will be allowed. 
for years, and had felt as if no one had cared| The Indians there appear to be progressing 
for their souls. And when the simple message }some, and especially the half-breeds, in ag- 
of the gospel came to such, they received it as | riceultural pursuits, and also in a desire to 
a tidings of great joy.” Personal conver-| know more about religion. They enjoy at- 
ations seemed to be specially blessed ; the | tending religious meetings, and from what 


warm interest shown by refined ladies in these | id le f th ld lik 
men who had sunk so low in sin, nearly always | ! could learn, some of them would like to 
hureh organization among them 


made them open their hearts, and tell the sad| have a c 
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They need more pastoral labor than the 
Friends there can bestow. Dr. Hunt thinks 
there might be a church started to advan- 


tage, and they will probably make an effort) 


in that direction. 

Yesterday (First-day) the Indians were 
invited to ‘attend Bible-school and meet- 
ing. The half-breeds were generally there, 
I think, and many blanket Indians. 
school-house was packed so full that they 
could not be divided into classes. I talked 
to the Indians with an interpreter, and to 
the children and others without one. The 
Indians and others appear to be in a teacha- 
ble condition. An appointment was given 
for another meeting at three. 


The Agency is beautifully located in an\ 


open woods, large native trees dot- 
ting the grounds, far enough apart for the 
grass to grow, and yet giving sufficient 
shade. South of the Agency was a large 
pasture-field. In the fall they burned “ fire 
guards” around the premises. The field 
was left unburned for fall and winter pas- 
ture. Yesterday, soon after the meeting 
closed, some Indian, it is believed, set fire 
in the pasture field. The wind was 
towards the Agency. 


In a few minutes 


the wild flame came rolling towards the | 


buildings in a frightful manner, sometimes 
leaping high in the air, and passing the | 
‘guard’ with but little check. Soon the row 
of wooden buildings were in imminent danger. 
Men, women, children and Indians all work- 


ed faithfully. Three or four of the build. 
ings took fire, but were put out. 

The steam saw and flouring mill was 
about half a mile north of the other Agency 
buildings. Before help got to them it was 
on fire, and in a few minutes it was in 
flames, except the wall of the flouring mill, 
which is stone, and is still standing, with 
but little damage. The bhalf-breeds have 
been hauling logs to the mill for their own 
use, and had, | think, 60 or 80 good logs, 
several of them walnut. There was nearly 
the same number of government logs there. 
About half of the whole number of logs 
were burned. It is a great loss to the Kaw 
Indians. F 

The mission building, school house, barn 
and physician’s house are all stone. Several 
of the trees took fire in decayed places 20 or 
30 feet high, and had to be cut down. There 
were two stables burned and one crib con- 
taining a few hundred bushels of corn. The 
fire ran through the peach orchard, of about 
1000 trees, but as there was not very much 
grass or weeds in it there will probably not 
many of the trees be killed. The bloom 
had all been killed by the severe winter. 

As the shades of evening set in it was a 


blow: | 
ing very strongly from the South, driving it| « 
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grand sight to see the prairie fire moving over 
the distant hills, and also to see the stumps, 
and places in many trees still burning, and 
the sparks carried away by the strong 
wind. But the grandeur was marred by the 
thought of the great danger. Long strings 
of fence were burned around government 


‘and Indian fields. 
The | 


Two of the full-blood Indians whom I 
visited had put up hewed log houses to the 
square, expecting the Agent to assist in 
putting in floors, doors, windows and roof, 
and there they have been standing for a 
year or two; the Agent having no funds ap- 
plicable to that purpose. The fields of the 
same Indians had evidently been well culti- 
vated last year. They had a number of 
nice hogs, and a few cows and calves. 

The outlook of the Kaw Indians is, I 
think, the most encouraging that it has ever 
been. If they had a good missionary, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, to labor amongst 
them, I should look for good results. Some 
of the laborers there are, I believe, doing 
what they can for them. 

Thy Friend, 
Lawrie TATUM. 
For Friends’ Review. 
REPORT UPON FORESTRY. 


Concluded from page 526.) 

The comparative scarcity of timber in 
Europe, as compared with the product in 
this country, has caused much more atten- 
tion to be given there than here, to the cul- 
tivation and management of coppices. “The 
coppice is a growth of timber of various 


| deciduous kinds, from the stumps of a former 


growth, and is usually cut before maturity, 
at intervals of from ten to forty years, ac- 


‘cording to circumstances and the uses to 


which the product is to be applied.” In 
vine-growing countries it is principally made 
use of for vine props, stakes and hoop-poles, 
or (where from the oak) as tanning material, 
or simply as fire-wood. The coppice forests 
of Morvan supply about one-third of the 
fire-wood used in the city of Paris. The 
cutting is usually done between the first of 
the Eleventh month and the middle of the 
Fourth month, during the time of cessation 
(nearly) of the sap movement. The timber 
of the Morvan forest is about three-fifths 
oak, beech and hornbeam, the remain- 
der being white woods, that is to say, 
willows, poplars, alders and lindens. 

The total length of railway lines in the 
United States, has, as we know, more than 
doubled since the civil war. The fact that 
the maintenance of this additional 45,000 
miles of track must involve a large demand 
for timber, for fuel purposes, and for ties, has 
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| 
within a few years causeda number of the| 
Western companies to devote considerable | 
attention to the subject of making provision | 
for future supplies by the planting of trees 
along the line of their respective roads. In a| 
prairie country like that of the trans-Missis- 
sippi, where the population is sparse, the 
land low-priced, and timber scarce, there 
will be other objects likely to be gained by 
tree cultivation, additional to those above 
cited. The planting, if successful, will serve 
as an example for the encouragement of set- 
tlers, it will be promotive of the sale of the 
companies’ lands, and further, the lines of| 
trees will be useful as wind-breaks to shelter 
the roads. 

In the fall of 1870, and spring of 1871, 
three of these railway nurseries were start 
ed upon the Jine of the Kansas Pacific Rail- 
road. ‘Twenty-four of trees, six of 
them evergreen and theremainder deciduous 
kinds, were planted, but after being at- 
tended to during three years, were 
neglected, and have now mostly disap- 
peared. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad, began, in 1873, to plant 
nurseries with the view of forest-grow- 
ing, at four stations on their line in central 
and western Kansas. The species experi-| 


species 


mented with, consisted of seventeen kinds,/s 


all deciduous. The sorts most approved 
were the ash, walnut, box-elder, cotton- 
wood, osage-orange, boney-locust and silver- 
maple. The young plantation suffered 
much from rabbits, gophers, grasshoppers, 
and, to some extent, from drought ; but the 
policy y now held by the company is to plant 
only those kinds of trees which have been 
proved to be well adapted to the climate and 
conditions of the region through which their 
road extends. On the St. Paul and Pacific 
Railroad, the experiment of tree planting— 
mostly with white willow, Lombardy pop 
lar and cotton-wood cuttings—was for 
awhile attended with gratifying success, 
there having been planted in the years 1873 
4 four million thrifty young forest trees, 
in a treeless region ; but afterwards, by rea- 
son of a change of management, the plan- 
tations were abandoned, and are now of lit- 
tle account. These various failures, how- 
ever, must be attributed to the necéssity 
of economizing on the part of the companies, 
rather than to any fault in the system itself. 
Laws for the encouragement of tree- 
planting have been enacted in most of the 
States, whilst Colorado has a provision in 
its constitution guaranteeing the preserva- 
tion of the forests upon its State lands, and 
disallowing (for a limited time) increased 
assessments in cases where properties shall 
have been enhanced in value by reason of 
tree-planting. The law of Minnesota pro- 


| mile of trees 


‘shall be planted with trees one rod 


| treeless regions of that commonwealth. 
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vides for an annual hounty of $2 an acre, 
for ten years, commencing three years after 
| planting, and alike bounty for every half 
planted along the highways. 
The law of Nevada stipulates an annual 
bounty of ten dollars per acre, for twenty 
years, payable two years after planting, and 
the same amount for each half mile which 
apart, 
along any public highway. 

The first, and as yet only State Forestry 
Association is that of Minnesota. The pur- 
poses of the Society are to encourage and 
promote forest-culture by the collection and 
diffusion of practical information on the 


| subject, to secure the general observance of 


throughout the State, and to 
the ultimate redemption of the 
The 
highest premium given, is the sum of $10, 
and is awarded to any one who shall plant 
on Arbor Day not Jess than 7000 cuttings or 
2500 trees. In 1877, about a half million 
trees were planted on that day, and it is es- 
timated that during the year the whole 
number planted could not have been less 
than 7,000,000. These figures appear very 
encouraging, and, so far as the particular 
~—_ of Minnesota concerned, they are 

», but when we consider the fact that each 
= ar vast tracts of woodland are levelled of 
their growth by the axe of the wood-cutter, 
or are devastated by forest-fires, it will be 
apparent that the continues to far 
over-balance the gain. 

As regards the losses by 
Hough makes the following 
cerning the devastation during the single 
vear 1871, when, as stated by some authori- 
ties, the loss for that cause was probably 
equal to the ordinary consumption of the 
country for ten years. He says: 

‘The summerand autumn of 1871 were 
unusually dry, with prevailing southwest- 
erly winds, the rain-fall being less, and the 
evaporation more than the general annual 
average. These conditions favored the spread 
of forest fires in the Rocky Mountain 
gion, and throughout the north-western 
States, which, like the Chicago fire of the 
same year, will long be remembered for 
their extreme severity and greatextent. The 
fires in Wisconsin and Michigan were alto- 
gether unprecedented, and swept not only 
through forests but even through cultivated 
farms and villages, taking everything in 
their course. Including the surface over- 
run in the prairie region, as well as in forests, 
the area swept by the flames in that year 
must have been many thousands of square 
miles. The pecuniary loss no one has ever 
been able to estimate, as no data were col- 
lected. All accounts agree in stating that a 


‘Arbor Day” 
promote 


is 


loss 


forest fires Dr. 
statement con- 


re- 
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dry and strong southwest wind contributed 
to the spread of the flames, and, so far as 
we have record, the percentage of moisture 
was extremely low.” 

New Jersey appears to have suffered more 
loss by forest fires than any other State east 
of the Alleghanies. In 


Ocean county burned over 30,000 acres, 


and, the following year, one of several fires | 


in the southern part of the State overran a 
district of 15 or 20 square miles. These 


frequent fires, which formerly were started | 


by the charcoal burners, but latterly for the 
most part by locomotives, have greatly re 
duced the salability of woodlands. The 
report states, that ‘“ on account of these fires 
so frequently runnimg over this part of the 
State, there is but little large timber, al- 
though more than nine-tenths of the sur- 
face is wooded, and the residents are oblig- 
ed to import nearly all the lumber required 
for use. Ship-building bas been almost 
entirely abandoned, and the products of 
the forests may be said to be cord-wood 
and charcoal, instead of timber for con- 
struction and use in the arts. Worse than 
this, the vegetable mold in the soil is burn- 
ed out, and the possibility of reproduction 
reduced to narrowest limits, or altogether 
prevented. The climate, moreover, has been 
injuriously affected, and droughts are much 
more common than formerly, owing to the 
dry and parched nature of the whole country 
thus stripped of its vegetable covering, and 
left as a ‘ blackened desert.’ ”’ 

The Commissioner of Crown-Lands in the 
province of Quebec, in his report for 1871, 
says that the most formidable agent in the 
destruction of our forests, is, certainly, 
jire. And in the report of the Canadian 
Minister of Agriculture, for 1877, we are 
told, “it is estimated that more pine timber 
has been destroyed by fire than has been 
cut down and taken out by the lumbermen, 
the injury extending as well to the young 
trees, upon which future supplies must de- 
pend, as to the timber already matured.” It 
is more than probable that the forests of 
both the Dominion of Canada and of our 
own States have suffered far more from the 
devastation of fire during the present cen. 
tury than they-did during the era of Indian 
occupation. 
made in all the States for preventing, by 
fines and penalties, the malicious firing of 
woods, yet, in the opinion of the author of 


this report, ‘‘amendments are more es-, 


pecially needed to our laws that shall enforce 
caution in the use of matches in smoking, 


in hunting, in the building of camp-fires, in| 


charcoal making, and in clearing lands, and 
especially in regard to railroads.” 
The facts in this report tending to show 
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1871, two fires in| 


Notwithstanding provision is 
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| the reciprocal influences that operate be- 
'tween woodland and climate, are mostly 
| drawn from the careful observations which 
‘have been undertaken in Europe within the 
|last ten years. Concerning the distribution 
of rain-fall in this country, we are enabled 
|to reach some definite conclusions from 4 
comparison of the records kept through more 


| than sixty years at military posts, similar 
observations at academies and colleges, and 
those of recent date which have been carri. 
ed on under the superintendence of the 
Smithsonian Institution and the Weather 
Signal Service. From a study of these 
data, Dr. Hough is of the opinion that 
‘“‘there can be nothing more certain than 
that, in many places, there is a great and 
increasing irregularity in the distribution of 
the rain-fall through the several months and 
seasons of the year, and a tendency to 
droughts, floods and uncertain crops.” 

An interesting fact, in connection with 
the sanitary aspect of forest-denudation, is 
that mentioned by Becquerel relative to the 
district of La Brenne, in France. The soil 
of that region is argillo-siliceous, resting 
upon an impervious bed of clay, the latter, of 
course, resisting the infiltration of the waters. 
Centuries ago, this region was covered with 
forests, interspersed with meadows through 
which fresh streams of water meandered, 
and was likewise noted for its fertility, fine 
pasturages, and the sweetness of its climate. 
But, when the woodlands were cleared, stag- 
nant ponds succeeded, the climate became 
malarious, and the lands are now unproduc- 
tive and nearly valueless. The trees of a 
forest have been well called its ‘ vertical 
drains ;’’ when these therefore are removed, 
it becomes a matter of the first importance, 
should the sub-soil be of clay, to provide 
horizontal channels of some sort for the out- 
flow of the surplus or stagnant waters. 


J. W. L. 
SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 


A Lost Race of Americans.—Lieut. A. 
W. Vogeles has been investigating the 
shell mounds of Florida, which are filled 
witb traces of a lost race. He says that the 
habits, ceremonies, and manner of interment 
of the people are parallel with those of the 
ancient Danes, who constructed artificial 
hills for the sepulchre of their kings. The 
cannibalistic habits are similar to those 
of the Troglodytes found in the caverns of 
Mount Chavuvaux, in the province of Nau- 
wur, Belgium.— Amer. Naturalist 


Unknown Africa.—More than one-third 
of the African continent is still unknown to 
civilized nations. But at the mean rate of 
exploration since the beginning of the pres 
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ent century, the whole territory ought to be | 
This | 


known in less than forty-eight years. 
calculation takes no account of the geomet- 
trical progression of the discoveries which 
now produce in one year more than in the 
first twenty years of the century.—H. Du- 
veyrier. 

Time and Longitude.—C. B. Clark states 
that at the town of Sitka, in Alaska, half 
the population are Russians, who have 
arrived from Russia across Asia; half are 
Americans, who bave arrived by way of the 
United States. Hence when it is Sunday 
with the Russians it is Saturday with the 
Americans; the Russians are busy on Mon- 
day, while the Americans are in church on 
Sunday to the great interruption of business. 
It is evident, then, that our new year first 
commenced in Alaska at 9 A. M. Greenwich 
time, on December 3lst.—Latimer Clark. 


Weather Prediction in Europe.—The 
“Service Agricole,” between France and 
Austria, sends daily telegrams announcing 
weather probabilities. Of these prognosti- 
cations 85 per cent. have been perfectly 
true, 7 per cent. approximately true, and 
only 8 per cent untrue. The influence 
of the Gulf Stream gives greater regularity 
to the atmospheric currents in Europe than 
in America. 


Electric Lighting.—The borough engi- 
neer of Liverpool has issued an unfavorable 
report on the result of his visit to Paris for 


the purpose of examining the systems of, 


electric lighting. They are much more ex- 
pensive than Liverpool gas, and more than 
half of the light is absorbed by the ground 
glass globes.— Nature. 


Fish-raising Exhibition. —An_interna- 
tional fish-culture exhibition is announced 
in Berlin, for the spring of next year, under 
the protection of the Crown Prince of Ger- 
many, who takes great interest in its success. 
A number of English, Russian, American, 
andeven Japanese and Chinese exhibitors, 
have already promised to take part in it.— 
Nature. 


Clover Seed Fly.—J. A. Linton gives an 
account of the larve of an insect hidden 
within the seed-pod of the red clover 
and destroying the seed. The perfect 
insect hae not yet been seen. The range 
of its depredations and the extent of its 
ravages are unknown. In some localities 
in the western counties of New York, the 
clover was so infested with it last year that it 
was worthless for seed§ It is believed that 
the not unfrequent failure of the clover- 
seed crop has been the result of the secret 
operations of this little insect.—American 
Naturalist. 
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THE SIMPLE CHURCH. 
BY I. D. VALENTINE. 


I’ve been to a Quaker meeting, wife, and I shall go 
again ; 

It was so quiet and so neat, so simple and so plain ; 

The angels seemed to gather there, from off the other 
shore, 

And fold their wings in quietness, as though they'd 
been before. 


' There was no high-priced organ there, no costly sing- 


ing choir, 

To help you raise your thoughts to God, and holiness 
inspire : 

But sitting still in silence, we seemed to feel and know 

The still small voice that entered in and told the way 
to go. 


The walls were free from painting and costly works of 
art, 

That in our modern churches seem to play so large a 
part 5 

For it seems they each endeavor to please the eye of 


man, 
And lose all thoughts of plainness in every church 
they plan. 


The windows had no colored glass to shed a gloom 
around, 

But God’s pure sunlight entered unrestrained and all 
unbound, 

And centered in a little spot, so bright, it seems to 


me, 
A glimpse of brightness somewhat like our future 
home will be, 


There was no learned minister, who read as from a 
book, 

And showed that be had practiced his very word and 
look ; 

But a sermon full of wisdom was preached by an old 
Friend, 

That took right hold of all our thoughts, and helt 
them to the end. 


There was no pulpit decked with flowers of beauty 
rich and rare, 

And made of costly foreign woods, almost beyond 
compare ; 

But plain and simple as the truths that we had that 
day heard, 

The common painted gallery did much to help the 
word. 


There was no bustle, noise, or stir as each one took his 
seat, 


| But silence settled over all, not solemn, but so sweet, 


As each one in his quiet way implored for strength to 
know 

The right from wrong in everything, and asked the 
way to go. 


It seemed, when I was there, wife, so peaceful and so 
still, 

That I was in God’s presence, and there to do His 
will ; 

The simple, peaceful quiet did 
heart 

Than any worship yet had done, with all its show and 
art. 


more to move my 
e 


I’m going there again, wife, and you will like it, too, 

I know what it has done for me—’twill do the same 
for you ; 

And you, when once you’ve entered through the plain 
but open door 

Will wonder why you’ve never tried the simple church 
before. —Selected. 
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Design from Spring plants, and Landscape Draw- | 
ing preparatory to Sketching from Nature. Studio, | 
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terms, $5 per pupil for 12 lessons. 33°4t 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are to the 31st inst. 

GREAT BrITAIN.—In the House of Lords, on the 
25!h, a resolution was moved, declaring willingness to | 
support all necessary measures for defending the South 
African colonies, but expressing regret that an ultima- 
tum, calculated to produce immediate war, should 
have been sent to the Zulu king without authority 
from the home government, and that an offensive war 
should have been commenced without pressing neces 
sity or adequate preparation ; and also that after the 
censure passed upon the High Commissioner (Sir Bartle 
Frere), by the Colonial Secretary, the conduct of af- 
fairs in South Africa should still be left in his hands. 
The motion was rejected, 156 votes to 61. On the 
27th, a similar resolution was moved in the House of 
Commons, with an addition censuring the undertaking 
of a war of invasion with insufficient forces. The mo- 
tion was debated on that night and on the 31st, and 
was finally rejected by a vote of 306 yeas to 246 nays. 

The total receipts of revenue for the United King- 
iom, for the fiscal year just closed, were £83,115,972, 
which is £114,028 below the estimate, but an increase 
on the preceding year of £3,352,673. 

The council of the Livérpool Chamber of Commerce 
has unanimously adopted the report of a special com- 
mittee, that a fixed ratio between gold and silver, with 
unlimited freedom of mintage and recognition of both 
metals as a full legal tender, would, if adopted by a 
majority of the leading mouetary powers, including 
England and India, be adequate to restore silver to its 
former international value as money, and with this 
view the government should adopt measures for secur- 
ing an international agreement. 

The operatives at Blackburn have 
the five per cent. reduction of wages. 

FRANCE.—The committee elected in the Senate on 
the proposition that the Chambers meet in Congress to 
revise the Constitution relative to their place of meeting, 
contains two members in favor of, and seven opposed to 
the proposal, although the government, before the elec- 
tion, announced that it accepted the proposal, as it appre- 
hended no danger from a return to Paris. A resolu- 
tion was passed on the 28th, at a meeting of Senators 
and Deputies belonging to the party of the Left, that 
the Congress, if convened, should discuss no change in 
the Constitution except such as is necessary to provide 
for the return proposed 

The Minister of the Interior has, by letter, reproved 
the Bishop of Grenoble for misrepresenting the gov- 
ernment and encouraging disobedience to the laws by 
a pastoral address in which he declared that the gov- 
ernment is hostile to religion, and that the laws are 
not santioned by the church and are not binding. As 
the sternest communication recently made to any pre- 
late by the civil power, this letter attracts much atten 
tion. * 

A bill has been submitted to the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, reqniring executions to take place within the 
prison walls, in the presence of certain prescribed offi 
cials. 

GERMANY.—The Reichstag, on the 27th, unani- 
mously adopted the motion in favor of an autonomous 
government for Alsace-Lorainne. Bismarck expressed 

tisfaction at the unanimity of sentiment shown, and 
announ ed that a bill for that purpose will be intro- 
duced during the present session 


agreed to accept 
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It is stated that the subterranean telegraph is attain. 
ing great dimensions in Germany. The Reichstag has 
voted 1,830,000 marks, (nearly $385,000), for further 
extensions. 

SWITZERLAND.—The action relative to capital pun. 
ishment, mentioned in last week’s Summary, appears 
to have been that of the State Council of Geneva only, 
The Nationul Council at first decided by a majority of 
3, not to open the question, but a dispatch of the 28th 


| ult. from Berne, announced that it had resolved to ad. 


here to the decision of the State Council. 


ITALY.—The final appeal of Passanante, the would. 
be assassin of the King, to the courts, has been rejected; 
and the King has signed a decree commuting the death 
sentence to penal servitude for life. 


TurKeY.—The financial embarrassment of the gov. 
ernment is very great. It is anxious to reduce the 
army as one means of lessening expenditures, but even 
this cannot be effected without money to pay off the 
troops. The aid from other governments which was 
hoped for has not been received as yet. An imperial 
decree, declaring that henceforth the government will 
pay in coin, and will accept only one-fifth of the taxes 
in paper, has almost expelled paper from circulatio: 
Only hucksters will take it, and that reluctantly, at 
one-tenth of its nominal value. Merchants and shop- 
keepers refuse it. The government compels bakers 
and water-carriers to accept it, and compensates them 
for their losses. 

Russia has proposed a mixed occupation of Roumelia 
by troops furnished by the great powers, and to be 
under the direction of an international commission, 
It is stated that Austria, England, Russia and Italy have 
consented to join in the plan, and that Germany 
approves, but will not furnish troops. The Turkish 
Grand Vizier, it is said, has proposed that the occupa- 


tion be entrusted to Turkish regular troops, while the 
powers appoint a Governor who shall be under the 
control of an international commission. The professed 
object of the occupation is to prevent any conflict be. 
tween the Turks and Bulgarians. 


Ecyrt.—A correspondent of the London 7ime: 
gives a distressing account of the condition of the fam 
ine-stricken people of the Nile valley. The immediate 
cause of the famine was the excessive inundation of last 
year, and the failure of the first wheat crop; but the 
peasants are at all times so heavily taxed that it is im. 
possible for them to make provision for such contin- 
gencies, while their energies are always repressed by 
excessive labor and indifferent food. The extrava- 
gance of the government, and its heavy debt to 


European bondholders, necessitate this crushing taxa. 
tion. 


INDIA.—-Negotiatione with Yakoob Khan, the new 
ruler of Afghanistan, have been going on, but no deci- 
sion has yet been reached. The envoy sent to him 
has returned to Lahore to confer with the Viceroy. 
Should the negotiations fail, it is supposed an advance 
on Cabul will be ordered when the mountain passes 
become free from snow. 


SouTH AFRICA.—The latest account. is to the 11th 
ult. A British force entrenched at Ekowee, had not 
been heard from directly for a considerable time, and 
native runners sent with dispatches had failed to reach 
them, the Zulus cutting off all communication. An 
expedition was organizing for relief. Some reinforce- 
ments had arrived at a port in Natal. 

DoMEsTic.—Congress met in extra session on the 
18th. Samuel J. Randall was elected speaker of the 
House of Representatives. The Army Appropriation 
bill was reported in nearly the same form in which it 
passed the House last session, with a provision prohib 
iting the use of troops to guard the polls. Up to the 
Ist inst., it was still under discussion. 





